
 

  

By John Guinozzo 



    Stellar athletes, championship seasons launch MUS football tradition 

   The year was 1894. Grover Alexander resided in the White House and 
Old Glory had only 44 stars. 
   And in Memphis, Tennessee, the first interscholastic high school football 
game was played with Memphis University School playing arch-rival CBHS. 
   The game was played on a crisp cool Thursday afternoon at Citizens Park, 
the home of the 1894 Memphis Southern League baseball champions. 
   The temperature was a pleasant 49 degrees at kickoff with clear skies 
and light winds. It was a grand day for Memphians to see the city’s first 
high school game. 
   For the record, the Crimson and Blue won the game, 20-0 and the 
tradition of winning championships, producing stellar athletes and 
providing heart-stopping moments was launched. 
   Early MUS football can be placed into two distinct eras.   
   The glory years (1894-1923) produced 13 championships, three 
undefeated seasons and a host of talented athletes with memorable 
performances. 
   The second era of early MUS football produced a divisional title and 10 
losing seasons from 1924 through 1935. Only a pair of .500 seasons gave 
MUS fans little to cheer for. 
   But before we continue, you will need to know some of the early rules of 
interscholastic football. 

 Scheduling was not organized and high schools such as MUS 
scheduled games sometimes on a week to week timing. And, the 
opponent could be another high school, a community team or 
even a collegiate team. 

 Equipment such as helmets was optional. About the only rule 
pertaining to equipment was team members had to wear the 
same color jersey. 

 During the first MUS season in 1894, touchdown point values were 
four points. Field Goals counted as five points. TD values jumped 
to five points equaling field goal values from 1898-1903. Field Goal 
points dropped to four points in 1904 and the current three points 
in 1909. Touchdowns went to the current six-point value 
beginning in 1912. 

 If a team scored a touchdown, they kept possession of the ball, 
meaning if you scored, the opponent had to kick-off to you. So if 
you kept scoring, you kept on getting the football back.  

 Age requirements were non-existent. Players earning All-Memphis 
honors in early days were 20-24 years of age. 

 If you were associated with the school, you were eligible to 
compete.  The co-founders and co-principals E.S. Werts and James 
Rhea both played football for the school. Werts was the starting 
center in 1894 and played in 1901 and 1902 while Rhea played 
halfback in 1900. The head coach of CBHS was a starting end for 
the Brothers. 

 Eligibility requirements also allowed student-athletes to play for 
different schools. For example, you could play for MUS on Friday 
and then play for Memphis High on Monday and then back to 
MUS.  

 The length of the football field was 110 yards prior to the 1912 
season and an offensive team had only three downs instead of 
four to gain ten yards and a first down. 

 Forward passes beginning in 1912 could go farther than 10 yards. 

 About the only rule that was strictly enforced was that you could 
not be married and play interscholastic sports. 

THE GLORY YEARS (1894-1923) 
   MUS football won the first game in Memphis interscholastic history on 
December 20, 1894.  The Red and Blue beat arch-rival CBC that day as the 
newspapers claimed it to be for the “Memphis Scholastic championship”. 
   The Commercial Appeal said in its Thursday, December 20, 1894 edition:  
This afternoon at Citizens Park the football elevens of the Memphis 
University School and Christian Brothers College will line up and struggle 
for victory. 
   It is ladies day and the teams expect and desire a large attendance. 
   Captain Taylor of the School team feels confident that victory will perch 
upon the banner of Crimson and Blue, while Captain Burton of the College 
team is equally certain that the emblem of victory will rest with the 
gridiron knights of the old Gold and Purple. 
   The game is for the City School championship and the struggle will be a 
fierce and pretty one. 
   Both elevens have been training carefully and the team play of each is 
said to rival that of MAC’s, the Tennessee Athletic Club champions. 



   
W. S. Werts    Emmet Taylor 
 
   The men will lineup as follows: 
 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL  Position  CHRISTIAN BROTHERS 
Taylor, Edward   LE  Biggs 
Mundinger   LT  Montgomery 
Ford    LG  Walsh 
Werts    C  Jeremiah 
Brinkley    RG  Baelgalupo 
Bartee    RT  Currie 
Wright    RE  Bryan 
Keegan    QB  Manogue 
Taylor, Emmet   LH  Garvin 
Boutel    RH  Pendegrast 
Mallory    FB  Burton 
 
   The newspaper did not mention the crowd but it was said to be a good 
fair crowd with spirits high for both schools and its fans.  After all, it was 
the first high school matchup in Memphis history and it was ladies day as 
the media proclaimed.  The holiday spirit was enjoyed by all because 
Christmas was just four days away. 
 
   The account of the game in the Memphis Avalanche on December 22: 
SCHOOL BOYS PLAY GOOD BALL 

University School Wins a Pretty Game at the Park 
Christian Brothers College Shows Some Promising Material 
   The Memphis University School boys downed the team of the Christian 
Brothers College yesterday at Citizens Park by the score of 20 to 0 in a very 
interesting and well-played game. 
   The College boys were the heavier but were deficient in experience and 
team work; the University School boys played well together and knew 
more about the game because of their constant practice against the MAC 
eleven. 
   This game decided the interscholastic champions for the city. 
   The features of the game were the running of Emmet Taylor and the line 
blocking of Mallory, the latter playing a splendid game throughout, never 
failing to make his gain when called upon. On the whole, he put up the 
best playing of his team. 
   Emmet Taylor did some clever running and dodging as did also Bartle.  
Biggs, Christian Brothers left end played a good game while Pendergrast, 
Burton and Walsh each did good work both offensive and defensive. 
   It is a pleasing fact to note the interest which had been taken in football 
since the young men of the Memphis Athletic Club first started it and 
especially among the schools, its natural home. Although rivalry is a great 
assistant to the enrollment list of a school, as well as other field sports 
between different schools of the city is in their way advantageous. 
   The play yesterday was clean and devoid of all uncausing roughness and 
of all brutality, being won strictly on its merit. 
   Touchdowns—Emmet Taylor 2. Edwin Taylor 1, Mallory 1. Goals kicked—
Edwin Taylor 2. Injuries—none. Score—University School 20, Christian 
Brothers 0. Umpire—Mr. Scarborough. Referee—Mr. Tuther. Lineman—
Mr. Lewis. 
   The game in detail: 
   Christian Brothers College had the ball and kicked off to University’s 20-
yard line, caught and was downed without gain. 
   Emmet Taylor made a splendid run of 40 yards with good interference; 
Bartee took the ball 20 yards more, Ed Taylor added 20 yards. Wright 1 
yard and Emmet Taylor ran around the College’s left end 15 yards for the 
first touchdown, but failed to develop goal. Score: University 4, College 0. 
   College kicked off to Mallory on 10-yard line, who was downed without 
gaining. 
   Bartee failed to gain around right end, but Mallory plowed through the 
left tackle for 10 yards. University fumbled on next play, College securing 
ball, and Garvin went through right tackle for 5 yards. Walsh went through 



right guard for 7 yards and Garvin through right tackle for 4 more, when 
the ball was secured by University on a fumble. 
   Two bad fumbles and a bad pass cost the University 5 yards. Mallory 
punted 30 yards and the ball was secured again by Brinkley falling on it 
when the College fumbled. 
   On a criss-cross with good interference Emmet Taylor ran 30 yards for a 
touchdown but failed to heel ball so was allowed no try at goal. Score: 
University 8, College 0. Burton kicked off to University 10-yard line. Edwin 
Taylor caught and ran back 10 yards. 
   Mallory made 5 through the line. Bartee lost 2, Emmet Taylor gained 8 
around his right end. Walsh broke through and tackled Mallory behind the 
line, with a loss of 8 yards. 
   Emmet Taylor gained 7 yards, Mallory punted 35 yards out of bounds; 
Walsh secured ball. Burton made 8 yards, and a kick was spoiled by a 
fumble of the College’s quarterback. 
   Emmet Taylor gained 10 around right end and Mallory 20 yards through 
right tackle. Ed Taylor 8 yards around right end. Emmet Taylor 15 yards 
through College’s left end and tackle. 
   Walker made a bad pass and Mallory was tackled behind line. 
   Ed Taylor made 4 yards around College’s left end and Mallory tried a 
drop kick from field from 25-yard line and failed by a foot. 
   Ball was brought out for free kick, which was a poor one. Biggs falling on 
it.  Pendergrast made 5 yards through University’s right tackle and end. 
   Burton punted 25 yards. Mallory caught and ran 5. Bartee ran 25 yards 
and time was called with the ball on College’s 20-yard line. Score – 
University 8, College 0. 
   In the second half by successful end runs by Emmet Taylor and Bartee 
and some heavy plunging by Mallory, the latter was shoved over for the 
third touchdown. Making the score 14-0 while Edwin Taylor ran 20 yards 
for a touchdown after a number of long runs by himself, Bartee, Emmet 
Taylor and line bucking by Mallory. 
   Time was called shortly after the ball on the College’s 35-yard line ending 
a very pretty and well-contested game of football. 
   After the excitement of that championship game, MUS football went 
dormant during 1895-97 and did not field a football team. And when the 
school re-organized the sport in time for the 1898 season, the Red and 
Blue went winless. 
   Beginning in 1899 and running through 1904 – a span of six seasons – 
MUS won six consecutive championships. The 1899 team posted the 
school’s first undefeated season while allowing just one touchdown 
against all season. 

   In 1900, MUS squared off with CBHS with the winning team capturing 
the scholastic championship.   The game turned out to be the most bizarre 
in Memphis prep football history. 
      The Commercial Appeal account on November 11, 1900: 
WHICH TEAM WON IT? 
University School and C.B.C. 
Championship Contest 
VICTORY IS IN CONTROVERSY 
First Named Team Claims It on 16  
To 11 Score, the Referee So Holding, 
While the C.B.C. Boys Insist 
The Result Was a tie on 11. 
Lovers of the gridiron game, who witnessed the meeting of Christian 
Brothers College team and the Memphis University School eleven at 
Frank’s Park yesterday afternoon, had their football appetites thoroughly 
appeased by the time the game was over. 
  It was one of the most highly interesting games ever witnessed in 
Memphis. 
   The University School team claims a victory; the Christian Brothers 
College boys claim a tie score. The game was fast, furious and full of 
excitement and incident. 
   The University School team now claims the championship of Memphis, 
which was the honor being contested for, but this claim is disputed by the 
college team. The former say they won by the score of 16 to 11, the 
Christian Brothers College boys claim the tie score of 11 to 11. Dr. Allison 
Brown, who acted as referee gave his decision in favor of the University 
School. The other team and their friends say that Dr. Brown is honestly 
mistaken, asserting that he did not see the play as it actually was. 
  The game was cleverly played from start to finish and amply illustrates 
the fact that the Memphis schools have well drilled, trained and proficient 
material for gridiron campaigning. The attendance was surprisingly large, 
considering the weather. 
   Miss Proudat, the sponsor for the college, and her maid of honor, Miss 
Craig, were out in their decorated trap to lend encouragement to the boys 
whose colors they wore. Miss Neil Cary, as sponsor and Misses Celeste 
Love and Cornelia Wilkerson, are maids of honor, were the crimson and 
blue of the University School boys. 
The Game in Detail. 
   Two halves of twenty-five minutes each were played. University School 
won the toss and chose the north goal. The Brothers kicked off. University 
School failed on the requisite five yards, and the ball went over. By brilliant 



end runs the college boys carried the ball down the field for a touch-down. 
They failed on goal. Score, Brothers 5, University School 0. 
   On the kick off the University boys secured the ball. By successive rushes 
they carried the ball to the seventy-yard line.  At this juncture the most 
brilliant and sensational play of the game was made. Heiskell was given 
the ball. He succeeded in breaking through the college boys line. Protected 
by Bennett, Heiskeil then in a phenomenal run of seventy yards, carried the 
ball between the goal posts for a touchdown. Stewart failed on goal. Score, 
Brothers 5, University School 5. 
   The Brothers secured the ball on the kick off. By line and end plays they 
succeeded in taking the ball to the center of the field. A fumble in the line 
gave the ball to the other side.  The University team failing on distance 
punted down the field. The opposing full back fumbled and Bennett fell on 
the ball.  Several terrific line rushes carried the ball within one foot of the 
line. Stewart then carried it over for a touchdown.  Stewart kicked goal.   
Score, Brothers 5, University School 11.  This ended the scoring in the first 
half. 
   In the second half Gamble and Baird, by some splendid work around the 
ends, gradually bore the ball down the field toward their opponents line.  
The school boys seemed unable to prevent another touchdown.  Gamble 
was given the ball, and through the line he went for the College’s second 
touchdown. Gamble kicked goal.  Score:  Brothers 11, University School 11. 
   Honors were then easy.  However, the teams were evenly matched and 
the victory anybody’s.  After kick off the Brothers lost on a fumble.  The 
school boys worked the ball down the field.  Stewwart, Fickien and Albright  
doing fine work. Finally, with only two minutes to play, Stewart made a 
touchdown. 
  It was the latter play which gave rise to the furious controversy and the 
claim of the C.B.C. team and its partisans that the score was a tie.  The 
claim implies of course, that the touch-down ws not a valid one.  The C.B.C. 
contention is that Stewart made the play after he had cried “down” and 
the interference had been withdrawn, as the rules provide. 
 
The Referee’s Decision. 
   Dr. Allison Brown, who acted as referee, in speaking of the disputed point 
 last night, said: 
“To begin with, I want to say that small boys should not attempt to play 
football. They are too impulsive and not so susceptible to reason. As to the 
game, I believe the ball over the line, as I saw it, and I have refereed 
enough football to know when a touch down is made. The wangle came up 
when they took the ball out to kick goal. I will not referee another game. 

   

 
 
   The 1904 club was considered one of Tennessee’s finest winning its first 
seven games and outscoring its opponents 348-0.  Rival Central High was 
pulverized 55-0.  The season finale matching the state’s top two teams 
saw MUS run into a buzz saw as The Mooney School ended MUS’s 13-
game win streak beating the Red and Blue, 25-0. 
 After the six-year run as Memphis Scholastic champions, MUS reeled off 
nine winning seasons during a 14-year span but won only two 
championships (back-to-back titles in 1907 and 1908). 
   The 1911 season boiled down to one game and that was against rival 
Central and it was for the city championship. 
   In a defensive struggle against the Warriors, it wa captain Jimmy White’s 
field goal that lifted MUS to a 3-0 victory. 
  While the defense saved the day in 1911, the offense during these years 
was explosive and won with big scores.  During 1916, MUS set an all-time 
scoring record in prep football history with a 127-6 shelling of Helena High 
(AR).  Charles Gilliland scored three touchdowns and kicked a record 15 
extra points as seven different players scored for MUS. 
   Seven other games during a 13-year span (1904-15) saw MUS score 60 or 
more points in a game.  Twice MUS scored 80 points in a game. Fitzgerald 
School was beaten 83-0 in 1904 and Union City was ambushed 85-0 in 
1907. Two college teams lost big to MUS. Southern Normal University lost 



to MUS 75-0 in 1904 while in 1915, MUS beat the Ole Miss 
reserves/freshmen team, 66-0. 
   On the flip side, while MUS was scoring big most of the time, the 1909 
team went 1-3-3 and scored 11 points and that was in the lone victory. 
During that season, three games ended in 0-0 draws. 
      After the great World War, MUS launched a string of championships in 
1919 running through 1922.  During this span, MUS had become known as 
the “Big Red Machine” as the team’s jerseys were crimson colored. 
   The 1919 squad started the championship run with a co-championship 
season ending in a 0-0 struggle with Central. 
   The 1920 team posted a record of 7-0-0 and is considered one of the two 
greatest teams in early MUS history. The other was 1922. 
   Highlighting the season was the renewal of the rivalry with CBHS and the 
Thanksgiving Day game with Central. 
   From November 11, 1900 to October 23, 1920, MUS and CBHS did not 
compete in athletic competition although the schools were only blocks 
away from each other.  The reason for the absence of completion was due 
to the big fight that ended the 1900 contest. 
   With the game on, MUS and CBHS renewed the series that began in 1894 
and today is the 15th oldest high school rivalry in the nation. The Big Red 
Machine trounced CBHS, 35-0. 
       Against Central, MUS won 21-0 before the largest crowd in Memphis 
football history. Estimates according to media reports exceeded 5,000 fans 
at Russwood Park. After a scoreless first quarter, MUS methodically rolled 
over the Warriors scoring touchdowns in each of the final three quarters. 
The winners picked up 341 yards. 
   Following the season, the ’20 squad established an all-time record that 
most likely never be surpassed.  Eight of the 11 players selected to the All-
Memphis team were MUS players. 
   Left halfback Jake Gibbons and left tackle Ray McGoldrick were named to 

the all-star team for the second straight year while Jesse Ivy earned the 
first of three consecutive all-star honors.  Other all-star honorees included 
fullback Charley DeSaussure, right halfback Spike Thompson, quarterback 
Les Bacherig, center Max Moore and right end Johnny McDougal. The 
1920 team erased the 1919 MUS team’s record of seven all-stars for the 
most from one school. 
   In 1921, MUS went 5-0-1 with another scoreless deadlock with Central 
that resulted in a three-way tie for the championship between MUS, 
Central and CBHS. 
   In 1922, MUS posted its final championship of the early days of MUS 
football as Jack Wakefield led the Red and Blue to a 7-1 record. The season 
ended in the classic showdown against rival Central. 
   Only a 14-7 setback at Blytheville, Arkansas tarnished a MUS unbeaten 
streak that ended at 20 (18-0-2 from last two games of 1919 to the 
Blytheville loss). 
   Wakefield, the obvious choice for the area’s Player of the Year romped 
over all opponents leading up to the championship game on Thanksgiving 
day with his offensive and defensive play. 
   He almost did not play in that game. 
   The week of the big game, officials from Central filed a protest with the 
Memphis Associated Amateurs, the governing body of prep football in 
Memphis. 
   Professor Jester, principal of Central said that Wakefield had played his 
allotted four years of high school football. The football division of the MAA 
comprised representatives of the five football playing schools and four 
officials voted almost unanimously that Wakefield was eligible to play. 



 
Record crowd shows up on Thanksgiving Day matchup between MUS 
and Central in 1920 

 
Jack Wakefield 

Central’s key and hope for victory was to stop Wakefield. On every play, 
the big fullback was hammered by a swarm of Warriors. 
   Heavy scrimmages for Central and MUS were held during the week as 
Coach Zach Curlin of Central and Coach Wade Wakefield (the brother of 
Jack). 
  Central drew first blood and led 7-0 after the first period and ahead 13-0 
late in the second before Wakefield plowed across the goal and kicked the 
PAT to trail 13-7 at half. 
   MUS countered in the third quarter early when quarterback Milton Hawk 
connected on a short 20-yard pass to Wakefield, who made and over-the-
shoulder catch and then raced to the end zone for a 50-yard touchdown 
pass run. Wakefield booted the extra point and MUS led 14-13. 
On the pass-run combination, media accounts said that seven Central 
players had the opportunity to take down Wakefield but the powerful 187-
pound fullback broke free each time en route to the end zone. 
    It was Wakefield again in the fourth quarter doing the damage. He 
picked off a Central pass in the midst of several Central receivers and took 
it to the house and a 20-13 MUS lead. 
   Central scored late to make it 20-19 and the final scoreboard showed: 
MUS—20, Central—19.  The final score should have read:  Wakefield—20, 
Central—19. 

 



     And, the Big Red Machine had its fourth straight Memphis Scholastic 
championship and the school’s 13th since taking up football in 1894. It 
would not earn another championship season for MUS until 1967. 
 In 1923 the team had a pretty fair season of 5-3-1 , a season that most 
schools would enjoy having but not MUS. The Big Red Machine and the 
MUS faithful were accustomed to winning championships and not losing. 
   Toward the end of 1923, MUS became known as the “iron men” of prep 
football with the school playing three games in the span of six days. The 
first of the three produced a narrow 13-12 victory over Chattanooga 
McCallie. After a day’s rest, MUS tied Castle Heights at 7-7 and on day six, 
hated rival Central beat MUS, 18-7.  The wear and tear was a bit too much 
for a young MUS team. The season finale was a 46-6 loss to CBHS. 
   After 1923, the once proud and prosperous MUS football team began a 
downward trend in winning and it wasn’t until MUS started school back in 
1957 before producing a winning program. 

THE DOWNFALL YEARS (1924-35) 
   An example of how bad a program turned sour is this:  in the first 26 
seasons of MUS football, the school captured 13 championships. That’s 
one every two years. On the contrast, the final 12 seasons of early MUS 
football produced only 23 wins. That’s about two wins per season. 
   The downhill slide began just after MUS won four titles and six straight 
winning seasons (1918-23). 
   In 1924, Major League umpire William ‘Bick’ Campbell, a veteran of 
World War I and collegiate coaching ranks came to MUS with high 
expectations. He left without a winning season. His first team in 1924 won 
one game and his final season in 1927 produced a win and a tie. In 
between, MUS got hammered by rival Central (73-7 and 53-7) and by a 
pair of Arkansas schools  Pine Bluff AR 54-7 and Little Rock Central 70-0).  
   MUS did manage a stunning upset in Campbell’s final game as coach 
with a 20-2 victory over CBHS and in a game against Humes, MUS settled 
for a 0-0 deadlock that saw the Red and Blue being assessed 180 yards in 
penalties. At one point late in the game, MUS had a first down inside the 
Humes 10 only to end the drive on its own 45 due to three major 
penalties. 
Even changing coaches didn’t stop the downward slide. It just slowed it 
down. 
   Coach Harry Wellford took over in 1924 and managed to bring some 
spark back for the Red and Blue.   
   MUS beat Central 7-0 in 1929 for its only victory over the Warriors in a 
12-year span. The victory was historical in the fact that it was the first 

night game in prep football history. The game was played at Hodges Field, 
the premier football stadium in Memphis at that time. The 1929 team 
went 3-2-1 in the prep conference but was the MIC divisional winner. 
Tech, with its 18-0 victory over MUS was the Prep Interscholastic 
champion. 
   After seven straight losing seasons, MUS managed to put together back-
to-back .500 seasons (4-4-1 in 1931 and 1932). 
  Three straight one-win seasons followed in 1933-34-35 when the school’s 
enrollment declined 
   The final season of 1935 was one to forget. The lone victory came when 
MUS beat Sacred Heart, 6-2.  
   Coach Guy Glass’s team had only 16 players when the season opened 
and the numbers dwindled from that point due to injuries and illness. 
   The final game was a Thanksgiving Day contest with CBHS. 
 
 

 
Coach William ‘Bick’ Campbell coached football at MUS and University of 
Memphis and was Major League umpire 



      MUS officials notified CBHS and other officials that the school did not 
have enough healthy athletes to play and announced that the school 
would forfeit the game. 
   A problem arose when CBHS had the chance to tie Central and force a 
playoff. Rules stipulated that if a team won a game by forfeit, it must show 
up in game uniform ready to play. 
   So, in a most unusual setting, CBHS players, decked out in all gold 
(helmet, jersey, pants) lined up at kickoff time at Russwood Park and with 
game officials in place, kicked off to an empty field. CBHS recovered the 
ball. The referee declared the victory to CBHS and the early era of MUS 
football ended on ugly scene. 
   Prior to game, a report in the newspaper said that MUS had hinted that 
the school would not field a football team in 1936 citing the low 
enrollment and financial difficulties. 
  The day after Thanksgiving, MUS school president Howard G. Ford said 
that the school would participate in football in 1936. 
   Not only did MUS not field a team in 1936, the school closed in 
September prior to the start of the fall term. MUS would not open again or 
play football until 1955. 

THE PLAYERS 

   Early MUS football produced many talented football players and leading 
the parade of standout all-stars is Jack Wakefield. 
   Although Wakefield played one season (1922), his performance during 
the season was nothing short of amazing. 
    The 6-2, 187 pound versatile athlete played every minute of every game. 
He was the complete all-around player.  He was the fullback on offense, 
linebacker on defense. He also handled the punting and kicking. 
   The 1922 MUS team went 7-1 and won the school’s fourth straight and 
final early era city championship mainly because of Wakefield. 
   He saved his best performance for last.  
   Against arch-rival Central on Thanksgiving Day Wakefield was a one-man 
wrecking crew.  In his best game and many consider the best performance 
of any MUS football player gave MUS the championship victory. 
   He played the entire 60 minutes, scored all three touchdowns, kicked 
two extra points, punted, played defense and had an interception for a 
touchdown. One observer said it was a complete effort by a complete 
football player. 
   On the season he scored 18 touchdowns including 12 TDs of 50 or longer 
yards. He also kicked 25 extra points and a field goal giving him 136 points.   

All-Star players did not stop with Wakefield’s performance as several MUS 
footballers earned all-star recognition. 
   Charles Gilliland, star halfback for MUS 1914-17 became the first high 
school football player to earn all-star honors four consecutive seasons. 
(Note: Eighty years later in 1997, Richard Moore earned his fourth all-
metro award). 
  Tackle Jesse Ivy (1919-21) and center Phipps Magevney (1922-24) were 
three-time all-star players while Mac McElroy (1916-17), Jack Gibbons 
(1919-20), Ray McGoldrick (1919-20), Milton Hawk (1923-24), Ron 
Wenzler (1927-28) and Beverly Miller (1932-33) each earned two all-star 
honors. 
 Meacham Stewart was another fine football player for the Red and Blue. 
He also was an outstanding baseball player. He once raced 110 yards for a 
touchdown against Memphis High (note: field was 110 yards long prior to 
1912). According to the University School Topics, he was described as the 
best-around athlete in school history. 
  The MUS Century Book mentions many outstanding football players. 
Among the best included Nash Buckingham and Bill Mallory.  Buckingham 
earned fame as a national outdoorsman after starring for the University of 
Tennessee.  Mallory was the nation’s top football player in leading Yale to 
an undefeated season.   
   “Kitty” Creason, Ron Wenzleer, Milton Hawk, Conway Ford and Sammy 
Raiens were also mentioned in the MUS Century Book as stellar 
performers. 

THE COACHES 

   Unlike the modern era of MUS football when Jake Rudolph and Bobby 
Alston has combined for 53 years of head coaching experience, the early 
days of MUS football recorded 22 different head coaches ina 38-year span. 
   The very first coach in 1894 had many hats.  W. S. Werts was the co-
founder of the school, co-principal, head coach and a starter on the 
football team. 
   Sixteen of the head coaches lasted one year. Harry Wellford led the 
parade of coaches in lengthy service. He spent five years as head coach 
while  R. E. Denny and William ‘Bick’ Campbell he coached four seasons. 
   A.B. Curry coached two seasons and won championships each year in 
1907 and 1908. 
   Twelve of the 22 coaches won championships. 



CLASSIC GAMES 

   The inaugural high school football game in Memphis is earmarked as a 
classic game with MUS stepping off on the right foot winning its first 
football game in history. 
  Others fall into that category: 

 The first. MUS and CBHS became arch-rivals from the beginning 
when the Red and Blue beat CBHS, 20-0 in the very first high 
school football game in Memphis. Today, it is the 15th oldest high 
school rivalry in the nation. 

 1900 classic matchup for the championship against CBC. The free-
for-all ending the contest severed relations between the two 
schools for 20 years. 

 1911 saw Central and MUS once again battle on Thanksgiving day 
and again it was for the city championship.  Team captain Jimmy 
White drop kicked a field goal for the winning margin of 3-0. 

 1920 city championship saw MUS complete an undefeated season 
in Thanksgiving day victory over rival Central, 21-0. 

 1922 city championship with Jack Wakefield scoring all 20 points 
and leading MUS to a 20-19 

 1927 winless MUS entered final game against rival CBHS and MUS 
upset the Brothers 20-2 to finish a dismal 1-8-1 season. 

THE RIVALS 

   Through the early era of MUS football, the biggest rivals were Central 
and CBHS. 
   From 1894 through the final MUS season of 1935, the “Big Three” of 
Memphis prep football produced 39 championships. Central won 16, MUS 
14 and CBHS 9. Only Memphis Tech (4) and Catholic High (1) interrupted 
championship runs by MUS, Central and CBHS. 
   Against the Warriors, MUS dominated the early going 9-1-1 and in 1911, 
the rivals met annual on Thanksgiving day. 
   High notes for the Red and Blue were victories in 1911 (3-0), 1920 (21-0) 
and 1922 (20-19). All of those games resulted in city championships for 
MUS.  The Glory years of MUS football saw the Big Red Machine go 12-10-
3. The Downfall years (1924-35) saw Central win 11 of 12. The lone MUS 
win came in the first night game in Memphis prep history, 7-0 in 1929.  
   The arch-rivalry with the Brothers goes back to the first prep football 
game in Memphis. 
   Today, it is the 15th oldest high school rivalry in the nation. 
   Upsets ruled the series in early MUS football against CBHS.  After playing 
in the inaugural prep football game in 1894, the schools didn’t meet again 

until 1898 and it was a CBHS victory that gave MUS a winless season and 
scoreless one to boot. 
   And after 111 years, the game of 1900 is still in dispute.  MUS claims a 
victory, the Brothers say it was a draw. The game ended early when both 
sides engaged in a “free-for-all” fight that involved players, coaches, 
parents and fans. The result was a break in relations between the two 
schools from 1900 to 1920. 
   MUS won in big fashion in 1920 and 1922 (no game in 1921) beating 
CBHS 35-0 and 32-21. Both years, MUS won championships. 
  The 1923 CBHS team captured the city championship with a solid 46-6 
thumping of MUS.  
   MUS pulled one of the school’s biggest upsets in 1927 as the winless Red 
and Blue knocked CBHS out of championship contention with a bold 20-2 
victory.  The win was the only victory for MUS that season. 
   Another MUS upset happened in 1931 with a 6-0 win over the Brothers. 
   Probably the most humiliating moment in MUS early football history 
happed on Thanksgiving day 1935. 
   MUS forfeited to CBHS, 2-0.  The Brothers kicked off to an empty field, 
downed the ball and the game official awarded the victory to the Purple 
and Gold.  The reason was MUS could not field a team due to injuries and 
illness. The team had less than 11 healthy players. 
   The school closed prior to the start of 1936 school term and did not 
resume is rivalry with CBHS for another 33 years.  
   The intense completion that began in 1894 continues today between 
CBHS and MUS. 

   
1922 Champions 



 
Charlie Gilliland                   Jack Wakefield 

 
Early MUS football action 



 
J. C. Ayers 
Athlete, Coach, Administrator, Spirit Leader 

MUS SPIRIT 

Rah! Rah! Rah! 
Rah! Rah! Rah! 
M.U.S. 
Rah! Rah! Rah! 
Rah! Rah! Rah! 
Rah! Rah! Rah! 
    
   The “Fifteen Snappy Rahs”, the trademark of MUS spirit first appeared in 
the MUS Kito publication that was published in 1903. 
   During that time, J.C. Ayers was instrumental in the beginning of school 
spirit. 

  Ayer was an outstanding student-athlete and captain of the MUS football 
team of 1898. He returned to his alma mater after graduating from the 
University of Virginia and the director of gymnasium. 
   In the 1903 MUS Kito, a school publication, the first mention of 15 Rahs 
appeared. 
   Also at that time Ayers served on a committee that adopted the school 
colors and logo. It is the same logo that modern day MUS uses.  
   The committee discussed the colors of Vanderbilt (black and gold), 
Virginia (blue and orange) and other leading colleges. The final choice was 
Yale blue and Harvard crimson. In a split decision, both colors were 
chosen. “Since the boys have adopted these emblematic colors, may we 
have Yale pluck and luck and Harvard intellect and culture” reports the 
MUS Kito. 
   Again, Ayers committee consisting of students Nate Sawrie and Elliott 
Fontaine designed the logo and the school selected a red and blue shield 
with M.US. in gold letters and surmounted by an own.   
   Unlike the split decision with school colors, the logo crest was adopted 
by a decisive majority.   
   Although the school nickname of Owls was not used in athletic 
competition until modern day sports, the logo that was adopted had an 
Owl above the MUS shield. The Kito said “we modestly chose as our 
symbol the owl as the bird of wisdom”. 
   In 1915, the University School Topics commented on school spirit. 
   In the report, it said that MUS was “sincerely grateful to these old 
(alumni) students who were loyal enough to leave their business and 
private affairs and sacrifice both time and energy in behalf of their old 
Alma Mater”. 
   Johnny Carson, a member of the MUS championship football teams of 
2008 said “it is the heart and drive to win” and “to support the school in 
every aspect of student life and it is why – win or lose – we chant it’s great 
to be an MUS Owl” 
   Jimmy Ogle, from the class of 1970 recalls MUS spirit was “team 
oriented” and that the MUS success is “success through hard work and 
dedication to one goal – TEAM”  
  Ogle was one of the ring leaders in the alternate (at least to the student 
body) the nickname Buzzards.   
Makes no difference if you follow the “Big Red Machine” of early years or 
Owls or Buzzards today, MUS is a school with spirit. 
   Although the current “15 Snappy Rahs” has been modified through the 
years, it remains the same as the symbol of spirit of MUS. 
 



 
Harry Forsdick – two-time MUS football captain 

 
Meacham Stewart 
Holds record with 110-yard touchdown run against rival Central. 

 
1903 MUS team won championship with 8-1 record. 
 

 
Co-founder and co-principal E. S. Werts also played football and baseball 
for MUS during the early years of the school 



Greetings 

Doing research is a fascinating love for me. I enjoy digging 

into old yearbooks, archives, and researching data from 

various publications. It is both challenging and rewarding. 

Working on MUS early football, I have found a few 

discrepancies. They vary from publication to publication, 

etc. They are little and far between. It may be a point win 

or shutout or one of those little errors that drives any 

research person crazy. 

In early days of newspapers, scores were listed on one 

page one way and different on the next and to compound 

the problem, the media did not mention if the game was a 

varsity game, scrimmage, or JV or Freshman. It is very 

confusing. 

So…..if you see any discrepancies, errors or whatever 

please contact us to correct them. Also, if you have any 

additional information, stories, ideas, please feel free to 

send them our way. You can email me at 

memphisjj@hotmail.com or contact Dr. John Harkins at 

MUS 
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